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SUBJECT: NEW MARONITE PATRIARCH ELECTED IN LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 463 

1. SIXTY-EIGHT YEAR-OLD ANTONIOS KHURAYSH, ARCHBISHOP 
OF SIDON, WAS ELECTED LEBANON'S 77TH MARONITE PATRIARCH 
ON FEB 3. HIS ELECTION CAME ON LAST DAY OF 15-DAY 
CONCLAVE WHICH WITNESSED SOME 60 BALLOTS. HAD CONCLAVE 
FAILED SELECT NEW PATRIARCH ON FEB 3, RESPONSIBILITY OF 
DOING SO WOULD HAVE DEVOLVED ON VATICAN. 

2. ALTHOUGH KHURAYSH IS WELL-LIKED FIGURE IN MARONITE 
ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCLES, HIS ELECTION APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN SOMETHING OF A COMPROMISE-I.E., AN EXPEDIENT RE- 
SORTED TO AFTER OTHER, MORE FORCEFUL CANDIDATES PROVED 
UNABLE TO ATTAIN NECESSARY 10 OUT OF 14 ELECTORAL VOTES. 

3. FORMAL INSTALLATION OF NEW PATRIARCH WILL PROBABLY TAKE 
PLACE OVER THE COMING WEEKEND. 
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